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1.  INTRODUCTION  

ABOUT THIS MANUAL  

This manual has been compiled to help an owner safely operate and maintain their Sealegs 

Amphibious Craft.  Please read this manual carefully to become familiar with the craft before use. 

This manual is designed to comply with the Recreational Craft Directive (RCD) and should not be 

perceived as an exhaustive guide to the vessel. This manual is to be read in conjunction with regional 

regulations required for local operation, the OEM manuals supplied for specific products (e.g. 

outboard, electronics, steering), and additional boat safety training course materials. 

Please keep all manuals in a secure place and hand over to the new owner if the craft is sold. 

EXPLANATION OF SYMBO LS AND LABELS  

The craft and this manual show symbols which advise the owner/operator and crew of imperative 

safety precautions to follow when operating and/or servicing equipment. The following descriptions 

are used. They should be respected at all times. 

 

Danger 

Denotes an extreme intrinsic hazard exists which would result in high 

probability of death or irreparable injury if proper precautions are not taken. 

 

Warning  

Denotes a hazard exists which can result in injury or death if proper precautions 

are not taken. 

 

Caution  

Denotes a reminder of safety practices or directs attention to unsafe practices 

which could result in personal injury or damage to the craft or components. 

 
Information  

Denotes useful or important facts or suggestions that can greatly enhance 

safety and efficiency of operations.  

The following additional symbols may be found on fittings and components on board the craft.  They 

should be respected at all times.  
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2.  BEFORE OPERATING CRAFT 

BEFORE USE OF THE CRAFT 

Before using a Sealegs Amphibious Craft it is important the operator familiarizes themselves with its 

operation and safe use. If the operator is unfamiliar with this type of craft, for comfort and safety, 

ensure they obtain handling and operating experience before assuming command of the craft. It is 

strongly recommended that: 

¶ The operator fully reads this manual, and understands ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ operation, maintenance and 

safe use. A manual however is not a replacement for experience and common sense. 

¶ A complete detailed visual check of the craft is made before initial use, and before each 

subsequent journey 

¶ All safety and emergency equipment is checked and confirmed to be correctly located on board 

(including appropriate lifejackets for all users, and ensuring the craft has a full emergency kit 

including flares and first aid kit on board), and all operators and passengers of the craft know how 

to operate this safety equipment 

If the craft is being used for the first time, the following should also be checked: 

¶ If an anchor is included with the craft, then the anchor should be checked that it is attached 

correctly to the rope and chain, and attached securely to the boat 

¶ If tubes are fitted to the craft (e.g. RIB models), that the tube pump is assembled and operation 

understood 

 

The operator should be familiar with the location and functionality of the controls 

and all safety and emergency equipment before operating the craft on the land or 

water. 

OUTBOARD RUN -IN TIMES  

Some outboard engines require a run-in period. The ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǘōƻŀǊŘ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the document pack should be consulted for detailed instructions on the operation and maintenance 

of the outboard fitted to the craft.  

 

Please refer to the outboard manual for specific run in details for the type of 

outboard fitted. For example, generally there is no run-in period for the Evinrude 

ETEC outboards, but there is a 10 hour run- in period for the Yamaha outboards.  
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RESPONSIBIL ITY  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ ƻǿƴŜǊκ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻΥ 

¶ Know the limitations of the craft 

¶ Follow the rules of the road 

¶ Keep a sharp lookout for people and objects in the water 

¶ Ensure that the anticipated wind and sea conditions will correspond to the design category of the 

craft and that the operator and crew are able to handle the craft in these conditions 

¶ Never operate when under the influence of drugs or alcohol 

¶ .Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿκ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

¶ Ensure all crew receive suitable training, particularly with regards to location and operation of 

safety equipment 

¶ Reduce speed when there is limited visibility, rough water, people in the water nearby, boats or 

structures 

¶ Ensure the craft is properly maintained at all times 

¶ Have the craft inspected by qualified personnel at regular intervals and whenever a cause for 

concern is raised 

¶ Ensure compliance with all legislation in place in the area of operation. These may include 

requirements for the carriage of life saving equipment, licensing of the helmsman and respect for 

the environment 

The owner and users of the craft are responsible for determining its suitability for any and all selected 

uses and assumes all risks in connection therewith when used, including the safety of persons and 

property, and only operating the craft under safe conditions. It is recommended all users undergo a 

marine safety course before going to sea. 

SEAWORTHINESS AND CREW ABILITY  

wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ǎŜŀǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎ and its certified RCD design category, protection from freak 

sea and wind conditions cannot be guaranteed. The ability, experience and fitness of the crew should 

therefore be taken into consideration before making any voyage.  

As a minimum, ensure that the anticipated wind and sea conditions will correspond to the design 

category of the boat and that the crew are able to handle the boat in these conditions.  

 

Any boat, no matter how strong it may be, can be severely damaged by misuse. 
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Always maintain the craft properly.  Make allowances for and ensure necessary 

maintenance is performed to allow for the deterioration that will occur over time 

as a result of use or misuse of the boat. 

BOAT WARNING AND CAU TION LABELS  

Before operating the craft, ensure the crew have read and understood all labels affixed to the craft.  

 

Do not remove or obstruct any safety label. Replace any label which becomes 

illegible. 

 

 
  6m DTube 

 
  6m RIB 

 
  7m RIB 
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3.  OPERATING THE CRAFT 

This craft will provide hours of enjoyment when used and cared for in accordance with these 

instructions. Please take the time to learn to operate the craft correctly and safely. 

THE CONSOLE 

 

  

 

 Battery Isolator   Ignition  (Evinrude) 

 Inboard Throttle  

 

 Inboard Throttle  

 Outboard C 

 

 Outboard Controller  (Evinrude) 

 Speed Joystick  

 

 Speed Joystick  

 Wheel   Inboard   Choke   Light  

 

 Wheel           Inboard   Choke   Light  
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INTRODUCTION  

The following sections provide more detail on how to operate the craft on the land, launching, on the 

water, and returning to land ready for storage. 

A Sealegs has two propulsion systems ς one for land, and one for sea. On water, the outboard engine 

provides the power to propel the craft. On land, the inboard engine provides the power to drive the 

craft, and to raise and lower the legs. The main controls to operate the craft are located on the centre 

console, as detailed on the previous page.  

On water, the  Outboard Controller  with integrated trim switches controls the outboard. The 

steering wheel is used to steer the craft on the water. 

On land, the inboard engine provides the power for the wheels. Once the inboard engine is running, 

the forward and reverse speed of the craft is controlled by the  Speed Joystick . Pushing the joystick 

forward moves the craft forward, and pulling the joystick backwards reverses the craft. Returning the 

joystick to the centre positions halts the craft. The steering wheel steers the craft on land. 

The  Inboard Throttle  sets the overall amount of power available on land. The further this throttle is 

pushed forward, the more power is made available to the wheels, however the more noise the engine 

will make. Normally this will be set to around 75% power, unless idling or under heavy load. 

The inboard engine also provides the power to raise and lower the legs. This is performed using the   

 Bow  Wheel  and  Stern Wheel  rocker switches on the centre console. 

 

Sealegs Amphibious Craft are not road legal and should not be driven on public 

roads.  

BEFORE EACH JOURNEY  

Safety checks must be undertaken before each journey.  

Recommended Safety Equipment 

 

The sea can be unpredictable. Be prepared by carrying the following equipment, as 

a minimum, at all times.  

 

¶ Appropriate lifejackets or buoyancy aid 

suitable for each person 

¶ Appropriate weatherproof clothing 

¶ VHF radio and/or appropriate 

communications devices on board 

¶ Binoculars 
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¶ Compass and charts 

¶ Anchor and line 

¶ At least two warps. See also Anchoring, 

Mooring and Towing on page 3-17  

¶ Distress flares 

¶ Knife in protective sheath 

¶ Drinking water 

¶ First aid kit including compress and thermal 

blanket 

¶ Bucket 

Passengers and Crew 

¶ Ensure the person operating the craft has read and understood this manual, and understands the 

local rules and regulations regarding boat use. 

¶ Familiarise each person on board with the safety equipment available on the craft. 

Craft Visual Check 

Before each journey conduct a visual check to ensure the craft is in good order, paying particular 

attention to the following:  

¶ Fuel: fuel tank full, fuel filter checked for contamination, and fuel lines checked visually for leaks.  

Ensure there is sufficient fuel for the anticipated journey, including a margin for contingencies. 

See Fuel System on page 3-20 and Petrol and Oils on page 4-2 

¶ Engines: inboard and outboard engine checked for oil, and serviced as per manufacturer 

recommendations. Inspect exhaust system for leaks or vapours. See Petrol and Oils on page 4-2 

¶ Tyres: pressure checked, and rims and wheel nuts inspected. See Tyres and Rims on page 4-4 

¶ Inflatable tubes (if fitted): inspected and pressure checked. See Tube Maintenance on page 4-6 

¶ Steering: confirm smooth operation, and associated linkages visually checked. See Steering 

System on page 4-7 

¶ Battery: charged and cable terminals clean and tight. See Electrical System and Battery 

Maintenance on page 4-9 

¶ Hydraulics: operation checked, attachment/pivot points checked and secure, and all hydraulic 

lines and fittings checked visually for leaks (including wheel motors). See If the steering is not 

centred with the front wheel/outboard, a steering bypass valve (labelled inside the console beside 

the DC box) may be opened, the steering re-aligned, and the valve closed. Note it is important 

that the valve is fully closed, but not as tight as to damage the valve. If in doubt, see an Authorised 

Sealegs Reseller.  

¶ Sealegs Hydraulic System on page 4-8 

¶ Outboard Ignition kill switch: outboard ignition safety bungee cord fitted and operational. See 

Outboard Ignition Safety Bungee Cord on page 3-9  

¶ Navigation: lights and electronics operate correctly, and navigation charts are available 

¶ Bilge pump: operation checked and filter cleaned, transom drain plug securely in place. See 

Periodically inspect the bilge for any contamination, including signs of oil or other foreign objects.  
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¶ Bilge Pump on page 4-12 

¶ Scuppers/ Seacock: check operation of scuppers and seacocks. When on water perform a visual 

check for leaks. See Through Hull Fittings on page 4-12 

¶ Fire safety equipment: fire equipment checked. See Fire Fighting Equipment on page 3-23 

For more information on the items above see Section 4, Care and Maintenance. 

 

If the craft is fitted with a folding or removable windscreen, this must be securely 

raised and fixed in place when operating the craft to avoid exposing sharp edges 

on the windscreen frame.  

 

 

If a fuel leak or fumes are detected, do not start the engine. Ensure all crew leave 

the boat and have a qualified person repair the fault as soon as possible 

Weather and Water Conditions 

¶ Always check the local maritime weather and water conditions before commencing any journey.  

¶ The ability, experience and fitness of the crew must be taken into consideration before making 

any voyage.  

¶ As a minimum, ensure that the anticipated wind and sea conditions are within the capability of 

the boat and that the crew are able to handle the boat in these conditions.  

DRIVING THE AMPHIBIOUS CRAFT ON LAND 

Starting the Inboard Engine 

¶ Turn the Battery Isolator  switch to the ΨhnΩ position. The isolator switch is located to the right 

of the main console hatch.  

 
 

 Battery Isolator  Switch ΨOffΩ  Battery Isolator  Switch ΨOnΩ 
 

¶ Ensure that the  Speed Joystick  is in the neutral positionΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ 

forward until you are ready once started.  

¶ Set the  Inboard Throttle  approximately midway, ready for the inboard starting.   
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¶ Turn the  Ignition Key  to first position. This will power up the console, and the dash panel will 

light up. Do not continue turning the key otherwise the outboard will start; the outboard should 

only be started when the propeller is fully submerged in the water. 

 

 Wheel Controls  Engine On/ Start/ Choke          Bilge Lights 

 ¶ Press the  Engine On Off  switch on the dashboard to ready the inboard engine for starting. A fan 

noise will be audible as the engine box and bilge blowers start; the boat should not be started 

unless the fans can be heard. 

¶ To start the inboard engine, press the  Engine Start  switch. If the inboard engƛƴŜ ƛǎ ΨŎƻƭŘΩ, apply 

the choke by momentarily pressing the  Engine Choke  button simultaneously with 

the  Engine Start  button until the inboard engine starts. LŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴōƻŀǊŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ΨǿŀǊƳΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

recent use, choke is not normally required. 

¶ Once the inboard engine starts and has idled briefly, gently move 

the  Inboard Throttle  towards the ΨCastΩ position. This will make 

more power available for the hydraulic system, ready to power the 

wheels and legs. 

Steering, Acceleration and Deceleration 

¶ To move the boat forward on land, gently push the 

joystick  Speed Joystick  on the console forward. The further the 

lever is pushed, the greater the acceleration  

¶ Return the  Speed Joystick  to the central neutral position to stop 

¶ To reverse the boat, gently pull the  Speed Joystick  backwards 

¶ Steer the boat left and right using the console steering wheel 

¶ Greater control can be achieved by moving the joystick in small increments  

If the inboard engine starts to stall while driving on land, such as climbing a steep gradient, ensure 

the  Inboard Throttle  is set ǘƻ ΨCŀǎǘΩ. If the inboard engine continues to stall, pull back on 

the  Speed Joystick  to reduce the load on the inboard engine, but to still allow the craft to travel. The 

hydraulic wheel motors produce the most torque at lower speeds, so operating at a lower speed 

provides the most pulling power. 
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Do not use the craft on slopes greater than 1:5                                                                

Do not drive the craft across slopes                                                                                      

Do not park the craft on a slope                                                                                            

Do not use the craft unless a safety runoff path is available 

 

 

The legs must be straight and fully extended when driving or raising and lowering 

the craft on land. Driving when the legs are not fully extended may cause excessive 

load and damage. This is not covered under warranty. 

 

 

As with any moving vehicle, appropriate care must be taken when driving the 

craft. The amphibious craft has a maximum speed of approximately 10km/h on 

land; however reduce to a safe speed to suit the conditions and terrain.  

Recommended Inboard Run Time 

Sealegs models are fitted with Xtended Run Time (XRT) as standard. Depending on external air 

temperature, the recommended maximum run time of the inboard is up to 30 minutes continuous 

use per hour. See Xtended Run Time (XRT) Operation on page 3-20. 

 

Running your inboard longer than 30 minutes per hour on XRT models can result 

in catastrophic hydraulic failure and may void the warranty. 

Terrain 

Sealegs models are fitted with AWD operation which engages all 3 wheels, and generally provides 

more traction compared to standard rear-wheel drive. Sealegs fitted with AWD are designed to 

operate in terrain similar to where a 4WD car would be able to operate. That is softer or steeper land 

than normal, or with gravel, but the surface being generally free of rocks and potholes.  

 

Driving a Sealegs over rocks, potholes, curbs or similar obstructions is not 

recommended. Operating a craft in this way will shorten the life of the wheel 

motors, and excessive abuse will cause failure. This is not covered under warranty. 

 

 

Avoid driving across a transverse incline. Do not attempt to drive up or down 

slopes of greater than 14 degrees. Ensure a sufficient safety run-off path is always 

available. 
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When travelling over soft terrain or other at-risk areas it is important to safely maintain momentum 

and avoid excessive turning. Setting the  Inboard Throttle  ǘƻ ΨMaxΩ to run the inboard engine at full 

speed and pulling back on the  Speed Joystick  will maximise the pulling power from the craft and 

decrease the chance of stalling.  

To get out of difficult terrain, under-wheel traction aids such as ΨaŀȄ ¢ǊŀxΩ can be used to gain extra 

traction. For soft surfaces reducing the tyre pressure can also help to increase traction.  Tyre pressure 

should not normally be reduced below the minimum operating pressure of 18psi (1.24bar). Ensure 

tyres are returned to a normal operating pressure as soon as possible.  

DRIVING INTO THE WAT ER 

When moving the Sealegs Amphibious Craft from land to sea, the objective is to achieve a smooth 

transition of power from the wheels to the outboard. While the process may appear involved at first, 

with practice launching will become easier. 

The craft is first driven slowly into the water using the wheels. Once water depth is sufficient to cover 

the propeller the outboard is started, while still driving on the wheels. As the craft begins to float and 

the wheels leave the seabed, more power is applied to the outboard to take control of the craft. Once 

the boat is safely floating under control of the outboard motor, the wheels can then be stopped and 

raised out of the water and the inboard engine switched off, and powered away using the outboard.  

 

Always ensure a smooth approach path. That is a clear pathway, free from 

people, potholes and obstacles. If the approach path is unknown extra care and 

caution must be taken. Ensure an extremely slow approach, ideally less than 2 

km/h. 

 

 

It is recommended that a calm, flat beach be used initially until the operator gains 

confidence entering and exiting the water. The operator may then wish to progress 

to more difficult conditions. 

 

 

Double check the transom drain plug is in place before entering the water 

Note that the craft can be driven slowly in the water using the outboard while the legs are still down 

in the water, although obviously doing so with any speed will cause excess water to be splashed 

around the boat.  
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To minimise any risk of the boat being pushed out of control by adverse sea conditions when 

launching, it is normally more important that the boat be brought under safe control of the outboard 

power before the operator concentrates on raising the wheels. Please note however that when the 

bow wheel is down, craft steering control can be dramatically affected, especially in areas where a 

strong tidal flow is present. 

Entering the Water 

¶ Line up a smooth approach path to the water and slowly drive the craft into the water, controlling 

the craft speed using the  Speed Joystick . 

¶ Prepare the outboard for starting by lowering the 

outboard into the water using the 

 Outboard Trim  buttons on the  Outboard Throttle . As 

a general guide, on a flat sandy beach or ramp set the 

trim to approximately 70%. On a rocky launch area, the 

outboard can be trimmed out higher to help protect the 

lower part of the outboard (skeg). 

¶ Confirm the  Outboard Throttle  is set in the neutral position. For safety reasons, having the 

outboard set to any position other than neutral will prevent the outboard from starting. 

¶ Once the outboard propeller is fully submerged and in sufficient water depth, turn 

the  Ignition Key  to start the outboard and set the  Outboard Throttle  to a low comfortable 

speed. Note this should be done before the craft begins to float.  

¶ Take control of the craft with the outboard as soon as possible. Once the water reaches sufficient 

depth the craft will begin to float like a traditional boat, and the wheels will break contact with 

the seabed. At this point the craft is controlled by the outboard. Gently increase 

the  Outboard Throttle  power so the boat moves forward and is under safe control. 

Lifting the Legs 

¶ Once the craft motion is safely controlled by the outboard, stop the 

wheels by returning the  Speed Joystick  to the neutral position. 

¶ Press the  Bow Wheel  switch ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ¦ǇΩ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

front wheel and leg out of the water. Hold the switch until the leg is 

fully raised and the confirmation ΨōŜŜǇΩ ǎƻǳƴŘ is heard.  

¶ Repeat the process with the  Stern Wheels . 

¶ Once both front and rear legs are fully raised, the inboard engine can 

be stopped by setting the  Engine On Off  switch to the ΨhffΩ position. See Turning Off the Inboard 

on page 3-15 

 Outboard  

 Trim  
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OPERATION ON THE WAT ER 

When operating on the water, the following should be noted: 

¶ It is expected the operator takes all reasonable care on the water, including respect for local laws 

and regulations.  

¶ Incorrect operation of the boat on the water can result in serious injury or death, so it is 

recommended the operator undertake independent training on the safe use of watercraft. 

¶ Ensure all crew are informed about the crafts behaviour. Before conducting any rapid acceleration 

or high-speed manoeuvres, passengers must be warned to sit and hold on. 

¶ The helmsman may have to take sharp avoiding action at any time. Passengers should therefore 

be seated and holding on when underway.  

¶ Periodic inspection of the propeller for excessive wear or damage is recommended in order to 

maintain peak performance and to maximise the longevity of the engine 

 

Seaways are infinitely variable and all craft can meet conditions that will challenge 

ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳǎƳŀƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ tǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

margin for error at all times. Avoid making sharp turns at speed, particularly in a 

short seaway. 

 

 

Incorrect operation on the water can result in serious injury or death. 

 

 

It is strongly recommended that helmsmen receive adequate training in boat 

handling before setting to sea for the first time 

 

 

Be aware that factors such as altitude, temperature, load, and bottom growth may 

affect performance 

Outboard Ignition Safety Bungee Cord 

Boats should be used with an outboard ignition kill safety bungee cord or similar device, and all drivers 

should attach this cord to themselves and the ignition switch when operating the craft.  

If used correctly, in the unexpected event of the helmsman being thrown overboard or becoming 

separated from the console, the bungee cord will detach from the ignition and immediately cut power 

to the outboard. Should the helmsman be lost overboard, this will help to minimise risk of injury from 

the outboard propeller, as well as stop the craft from powering away. 
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The operator of the boat should always attach the ignition kill bungee cord when 

operating the craft. 

Visibility from Main Steering Position  

The international regulations for preventing collisions at sea (COLREGS) and the rules of the road 

require that a proper lookout be maintained at all times, with observance of right of way. Make certain 

no other vessels are in the path before proceeding.  

For the safety of those on and around the craft, ensure clear visibility is maintained at all times. Care 

must be taken as operator vision from the helm can be obstructed by high trim angles of the craft and 

other factors caused by one or more of the following conditions:  

¶ Propulsion engine trim angles  

¶ Loading and load distribution  

¶ Speed  

¶ Rapid acceleration  

¶ Transition from displacement to planing 

¶ Sea conditions  

¶ Rain and spray  

¶ Darkness and fog  

¶ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǾŀōƭŜ ƎŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ 

of vision  

Using the Outboard and Trim 

Refer to the separate outboard manual for proper use and operation of the outboard. Become familiar 

with the outboard and trim operation in calm, controlled conditions before venturing into open sea 

or operating at speed. 

The correct trim angle setting for the outboard will depend on the boat speed and environmental 

conditions. Setting the  Outboard Trim  on the  Outboard Throttle  adjusts the angle the boat rides 

through the water. Trimming in (bringing the propeller closer to the transom) pushes the bow down 

and raises the transom. Trimming out raises the bow and lowers the stern. Trimming out too far can 

lift the bow too high out of the water, while trimming too far in will push the bow into the water. A 

ΨƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΩ ǘǊƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƭŀǘǘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƭƭΦ 9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

handling of the craft.  

As a general guide, the trim would normally be set at 40-50% in calm conditions. One method of 

setting trim in calm water is to trim the engine all the way in, and start trimming up slowly. The boat 

speed will increase as the most efficient trim angle is found. If the boat porpoises (regular bow up and 

down motion not caused by waves), speed starts to decrease or cavitation occurs (free air around the 

propeller causing a change in propeller speed), then this indicates the outboard has been trimmed 

out too far. 
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In choppier waters, bringing the trim in to flatten the angle of the hull can sometimes provide a more 

controlled and comfortable ride. If adverse conditions occur, reduce throttle and/or adjust the trim 

to maintain control.  

Navigation Lights 

Night boating requires running lights. The craft is fitted with navigation lights port and starboard on 

the console, and a steaming light on top of the ski pole. The running/ navigation lights are controlled 

on the console. 

 

Check proper operation of navigation lights before heading out and carry 

replacement bulbs for all navigation lights 

 

 

Always replace bulbs with one of the same wattage 

Risk of Loss of Stability  

The stability and buoyancy of this boat has been assessed on the basis of the load data specified in 

the Craft Technical Summary on page 5-1.   

This craft has been tested in a wide variety of sea and load conditions and no dangerous handling 

characteristics have been discovered during normal operation.  However the helmsman should be 

aware that no high-speed craft can be guaranteed to handle safely in all conditions. Sea and climate 

can combine to create unique conditions. The helmsman should drive the craft according to the 

conditions, keeping full control of the ŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  

It is strongly recommended that users undergo training in the safe operation of high speed craft 

before using this craft.  

 

The boat should never carry more than the recommended load; see Craft Technical 

Summary on page 5-1. The load should be suitably distributed, bearing in mind that 

stability is most significantly reduced by any weight added high up in the boat. 

 

 

Stability can also be adversely affected by sloshing fluid. Bilge water should be kept 

to a minimum. If the boat should become swamped, do not undertake high speed 

manoeuvres until the water has been cleared. 
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Loose equipment can cause damage to the craft and affect stability. Ensure all loose 

equipment is properly stowed before setting out. 

 

 

The stability of this boat is significantly reduced at speeds above displacement 

speed. 

 

 

Stability may be reduced when towing or lifting heavy weights using a davit or 

boom. 

 

 

Breaking waves are a serious stability hazard 

 

 

This craft may be entirely clear of the water for short periods of time in normal 

operation (i.e. become airborne) 

Risk of Flooding 

 

In rough weather, hatches, lockers and companionway/doorways should be closed 

to minimise the risk of water ingress 

 

 

Care should be taken to ensure the cockpit drains are not blocked and that the 

cockpit can drain freely 

 

 

Ensure limber holes are clear 

 

 

Check the functionality of bilge pumps regularly and clear debris from their inlets. 
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Protection from Falling Overboard 

Care must be taken to prevent passengers and crew from falling overboard, on both land and sea.  

On this craft, the working deck area is defined as the forward deck, around the console and seating 

deck aft. Areas outside of this working area should only be used whilst the leaving or arriving at a 

mooring or whilst the craft is not underway. 

 

This craft can operate at high speed and with great acceleration. All crew should be 

seated and holding the rigid handles provided at all times when underway. 

Accelerating or turning with crew standing is very likely to result in man-overboard.  

 

 

A re-boarding device should be deployed whenever the craft is used 

singlehandedly. A boarding ladder may be useful for this purpose.  

 

 

Most slips and falls occur during boarding and disembarking. Be aware that wet 

decks can be slippery. Wear slip resistant footwear at all times. 

In the event of a member of the crew falling overboard, they should be recovered with assistance and 

pulled up over the side of the craft.   

EXITING THE WATER 

Exiting the water and returning to land is essentially the reverse of driving into the water. The 

objective is a smooth transition of boat control from the outboard to the inboard engine and wheels 

on land. This is achieved by starting the inboard engine and lowering the wheels whilst slowly 

approaching shore, then smoothly transitioning power from the outboard to the wheels.  

 

Always ensure a smooth approach path. That is a clear pathway free from deep 

potholes and large obstacles. If the approach path is unknown extra care and 

caution must be taken. Ensure an extremely slow approach, ideally less than 1 knot. 

 

 

It is recommended that a calm, flat beach be used initially until the operator gains 

confidence entering and exiting the water. The operator may then wish to progress 

to more difficult terrain. 
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Ensure the craft is only operating at slow speed when lowering the wheels into water 

as the drag created during this process will impact craft control and stability. Note 

that when the bow wheel is down craft steering control can be dramatically affected, 

especially in areas where a strong tidal flow is present. 

Preparing to Exit the Water 

¶ Choose a smooth approach path and reduce outboard speed as the landing area is approached. 

Boat speed on approach should not exceed 5 knots. 

¶ Prepare to start the inboard engine by switching the  Engine On Off  switch ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨhƴΩ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

¶ Once motor started and idled briefly, move the  Inboard Throttle  towards the ΨCastΩ position 

Lowering the Legs  

¶ Once near shore, lower the wheels. If a depth sounder is fitted, a 

reading of 1m may be useful guide. Press and hold the 

 Stern Wheels  button to lower the rear wheels.  Leave the button 

depressed until the legs are in the fully lowered position and the 

confirmation ΨōŜŜǇΩ is heard.  

¶ Once the rear legs are lowered, push and hold the 

 Bow Wheel  button to lower the front wheel until it is fully lowered 

and the ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ΨōŜŜǇΩ has sounded 

¶ Drive the boat towards the land with both the outboard and inboard motors running. Note the 

outboard power may need to be increased to allow for the extra drag of the wheels. 

Exiting the Water 

¶ To help ensure a smooth transition to land, set the wheels slowly turning by pushing 

the  Speed Joystick  partially forward, ready for contact with the seabed.  

¶ As the craft comes into shore and the water level drops, the wheels will make contact with the 

seabed and the boat will stop floating. Use the  Speed Joystick  and steering wheel to ensure the 

craft is under control of the hydraulic wheel system, and drive towards shore. 

¶ Once under control of the hydraulic wheel system, the outboard can be stopped. Set 

the  Outboard Throttle  to ΨbeutralΩ and switch the  Ignition Key  ǘƻ ΨhffΩΦ This should be 

completed before the outboard propeller is out of the water. 

¶ Use the  Outboard Trim  buttons to raise the outboard away from the ground 

¶ Use the  Speed Joystick  to increase the land speed if required, and drive the craft carefully and 

safely onto land 
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The legs must be straight and fully extended when driving the craft on land. Driving 

when the legs are not fully extended may cause excessive load and damage. This is 

not covered under warranty. 

Turning Off the Inboard 

¶ Drive the craft on land as required. See Driving the Amphibious Craft on Land on page 3-4 

¶ Return the  Speed Joystick  to the ΨbeutralΩ position to stop the craft 

¶ Move the  Inboard Throttle  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨLŘƭŜΩ position, and idle the inboard for 20 seconds 

¶ Stop the inboard engine by returning the  Engine On Off  switch to the ΨhffΩ position 

 

After running the inboard engine, reduce the inboard throttle to idle for 20 seconds 

before turning off in order to prevent any exhaust backfire. 

LOWERING THE CRAFT ON LAND 

The following section describes how to lower the Sealegs on land. This may be useful to assist people 

boarding the craft, or when leaving the craft unattended for any length of time. 

 

Care must be taken when raising or lowering the legs on land as damage to the hull 

or outboard can occur if not performed carefully or on an appropriate soft surface. 

 

 

Raising and lowering legs on land requires the front wheel to be straight. Raising or 

lowering the front wheel on land whilst the steering is turned right or left may 

cause excessive load damage. This is not covered under warranty. 

 

 

Once lowered onto the ground, the boat may tilt suddenly to either the left or the 

right if the rear wheels are fully retracted. 

Lowering the Legs on Land 

¶ Ensure the ground that the boat will be lowered onto is flat and soft (preferably sand or grass). 

Alternatively ensure there is sufficient protection under the boat to prevent damage to areas 

where the hull contacts the ground. 

¶ Ensure the inboard engine is running. See Starting the Inboard Engine on page 3-4 

¶ Ensure the front wheel is straight 

¶ Ensure the outboard engine is fully raised using the trim switches 






































































